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February 2017

Grace and Peace to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. I pray you and

yours had a blessed Christmas holiday and are feeling good about the new year.

With the new year comes new priorities or resolutions. I have resolved to be healthier by starting to

exercise and eating less sweets. I have also resolved to improve as a pastor (as I should always be doing).

To do so, I have committed to being a part of the Exponential Church Leaders coaching network again

this year. This group of Wisconsin pastors meets every month to learn and grow together. It is led by

Rev. Stan Pegram, pastor of the BMZ United Methodist church down the road a ways. I have greatly

appreciated being a part of this network in the past and look forward to sharing insights learned from it

with the church leadership this year.

I have also begun reading a book by Rev. John Piper. The book is titled “Brothers, We

Are Not Professionals: A plea to pastors for radical ministry.” In this book, Rev. Piper pleads with fellow

pastors to abandon the secularization of the pastorate and pursue the prophetic call of the Bible for radical

ministry. Recently I have been convicted by God that I should not be focusing just on church “systems”

and church growth strategies, but should instead focus primarily on deep and carful study of God’s word

and intentional prayer for God’s direction for Peace and Trinity churches. Piper writes: “We pastors are

being killed by the professionalizing of the pastoral ministry. The mentality of the professional is not the

mentality of the prophet. It is not the mentality of the slave of Christ. Professionalism has nothing to do

with the essence and the heart of the Christian ministry. The more professional we long to be, the more

spiritual death we will leave in our wake. For there is no professional childlikeness, there is no

professional tenderheartedness, there is no professional panting after God.”

In 2017, I commit to striving to be a better pastor and not a professional. I think there has

been a strong emphasis for us pastors to learn and study secular means of becoming more professional,

when what we should be focusing on is obedience to the will of God. I whole heartedly agree with John

Piper when he says, “We [pastors] are outcasts. We are aliens and exiles in the world. Our citizenship is

in Heaven, and we wait with eager expectation for the Lord (Phil. 3:20) … The world sets the agenda of

the professional man; God sets the agenda of the spiritual man. The strong wine of Jesus Christ explodes

the wineskins of professionalism.”

As a final thought, I want to let you all know of a new Methodist organization that has

been formed. It is called the Wesleyan Covenant Association, and I have joined as an individual member

because I whole heartedly support what they are about. Don’t want to take up any more space explaining,

but invite you to take a look at their website at wesleyancovenant.org.

Your brother in Christ,

Rev. Wiley Gladney
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Serving God’s People

The Tuesday Morning Women’s Bible Study Group would like to invite women of all ages to join 

our group.  Class is from 10 AM to 11 AM at Trinity’s library.  Those who have time to socialize do 

either before or after class.

In this relaxed setting, we read and discuss scripture and use many different resources to discover

how God is working in our lives and how we are his messengers. As we encourage each other in

life’s joys and struggles, we find we are also building lasting friendships.

We are currently on chapter 6 of Rejection Exposed: Understanding

the Root and Fruit of Rejection by Anthony Husebus. Books are in the

Trinity Library. We also review Bible stories that relate to the message

of the chapter. Coffee is provided. For more information please

contact Rosie Steinmetz at 647-4247.

The month of January we have learned about Jesus, God's Son. We have talked about - the wise

men's search for him, his time as a child talking with the teachers in the temple, baptism by John,

and with the miracle he performed. They have made a Diorama of the temple with Jesus and

teachers, Shell necklaces with the scripture verse John 3:16 in it and paper bird feeders to help out

our feathery friends in the cold.

Coming up in the month of February our focus will be on the parables. Please ask the children

about the lessons they learn in Sunday school. They enjoy relating what they have learned and

may even have a question or two for you to answer.

A special thank you to all for supporting Trinity's Christmas Program in December. The children 

enjoyed performing and delivering the message of Christmas. Kathy Richardson did a great job 

working with the children.

Sunday School News

Yours in Christ,

Barb Shannon, Education Chair



Community Highlights

(Please always feel free to notify the office with any 

and all adds/deletes for the Trinity Birthday 

and Anniversary lists)

Announcing an Ecumenical Bible Study! A

new Bible study class is forming on

Wednesdays at 1 PM! All are welcome! For

more information, contact Kathleen Corey-

Pittman at (608) 536-3443 or email

katorbea@mwt.net.

Deadline Reminder - Deadline for weekly

bulletin postings is every Thursday by noon,

and the deadline for the next CHIMES

newsletter is Wednesday, February 22nd by

noon.
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

Connie Tracy  2

Angelica Black  9

Shannon Trebus 11

Kathy Richardson  11

Shirley Goplin  14

Heather Gladney 15 

Ruby Hodge  16

Helen Nelson  17

Paul Murphey  18

Makenna Monson 27

MONTHLY MISSION PROJECTS FOR 2017

January Food Pantry

February Trinity Memorial Ministry 
Scholarship Fund

March One Great Hour of Sharing 
(UMCOR)

April A Clean Water Project

May Wisconsin Conference Golden 
Cross Offering

June Church Camp Fund (Ice Cream 
Social)

July UW Madison Hospital Ministry 
(Chaplaincy)

August Trinity Memorial Ministry Wish 
List

September David Makobo's ministry, Dakar, 
Senegal

October Harvest Auction, Rachel & Daniel 
Gabler's ministry, DRC

November Heifer Project

December Salvation Army

“When Mourning Dawns” - sessions are

being sponsored by Home Health United

Community Grief Support on Mondays,

January 9 – February 6, 2017. Registration is

required. For additional information please

contact HHU-Grief Support Coordinator at

877-356-4514.

Good Dishes for Sale – Peace Methodist

Church, in an effort to clean up their kitchen in

Founders Hall, find it necessary to sell a set of

200 dishes. The dishes are packed in totes as a

place setting of 6. The cost is $25 a set. There

is a set of dishes in the Peace Plaza for you to

look at. For more information please contact

Joan Wheeler at 647-4559.

mailto:katorbea@mwt.net
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2017 Coming Events
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Missions Committee Announces Its February 2017 Project

The Trinity Missions Committee is pleased to announce its February 2017 project: the Trinity

scholarship fund. During February, the Missions Committee, working with Memorial Ministry,

will be seeking your prayers and financial support (honor gifts) for our church’s scholarship fund

that directly benefits youth and adults as they seek higher- and continuing education. This internal

missions’ campaign allows two church committees to work closely to promote a very important

ministry that assists our own members (professing, baptized, and regular attendees as determined

by Memorial Ministry).

It is probably no secret to anyone that an education of any kind can be costly, and Trinity has a long

commitment and history of both financial support and encouragement for our students of all ages.

No matter how valuable an education may be, some students simply cannot afford the financial

impact to continue or even to start their educational journey.

Our committee members believe strongly in the message given to us from Proverbs 18:15: “The

heart of the discerning acquires knowledge; the ears of the wise seek it out.” Since 2004, Trinity

has awarded 14 higher education scholarships for a total of $5,250. In 2013, the Memorial

Ministry made a commitment to review and to revise, as needed, this very important ministry

program. A great deal has changed in education and training since 2004 not only with the types of

students but also in the way education can be obtained. Thus, a completely new and improved

2017 Candlelight Dinner Monetary Donations. The dinner planning team realizes that many folks

are unable to participate in our annual candlelight dinner through food donations, service, or

attendance but would still like to “support the cause.” We will gladly accept your monetary donation

in any amount to help the bottom-line profit margin. This year’s dinner profits will be devoted to the

following causes:

 25 percent – Trinity UMC General Budget

 25 percent – Peace UMC General Budget

 50 percent – Trinity Youth Camping Fund

Tax-deductible monetary donations will be accepted through the regular collection plate or can be

mailed directly to the church. All checks should be made payable to Trinity United Methodist

Church. Please mark offering envelopes and checks with a “Candlelight Dinner” note. Donations

mailed directly to the church should carry an envelope attention Line “Paul Murphey,” and he will

make sure your donation is delivered to our church counters.

Thank you for any extra monetary support for our Candlelight Dinner that you can provide. Keep

praying for good winter weather for our Saturday, February 25 dinner; we might need all the help we

get considering the type of Wisconsin winter we have had thus far!
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Missions Committee Announces Its February 2017 Project continued……

Trinity scholarship program has now been in place since 2014 that can benefit not only the needs of

a high school senior but also contains an expanded emphasis for returning adults beginning,

continuing, or completing their higher education and/or training. In addition, a complete category

has been added for “continuing education” applicants, which means anyone of any age may apply

for a scholarship to pay for the registration fee for a workshop, seminar, basic education testing, etc.

Thus, while you may no longer be a high school senior, there is still an opportunity for you within

our new scholarship program.

Currently, the Trinity scholarship account has capital of $4,549.45 and is partially funded each year

in memory of Wayne Braithwaite, Nancy Edwards, Hilda Heidenreich, Eloise Herbeck, Roger

Jewell, James & Lucille Johnston, Ralph and Helen Monteith, and Eleanor Strang; however,

while that may appear to be a sizable account, Trinity strives to offer at least two $500 scholarships

each year. Thus, you can easily see that the current account balance could be drained quite quickly.

We would like to offer more scholarships to deserving applicants, and with your help, we can now

and into the future. Applications for our 2017 scholarship will be available through 12 midnight on

Friday, March 31, 2017, and can be obtained in paper or electronic form through the church office,

Memorial Ministry Chair Paul Murphey, or in the Narthex literature rack.

As retired educators ourselves, we have both witnessed first-hand the tremendous benefits both

personally and professionally that an education can do for students. We ask you, during the month

of February, to consider prayerfully an honor gift of financial support for the Trinity scholarship

fund. Special offering envelopes for this cause will be available to you through your Sunday

bulletins starting February 5; however, you may also send a gift of any size directly to the church.

Please note on your check “Trinity scholarship fund.” We thank you for your prayers and honor

gifts this month as we promote this very important internal missions campaign.

Kathy Bastian, Missions Chair and

Paul Murphey, Memorial Ministry Chair  

Extended Thanks

Special Thanks from member - Thank you for providing a strong foundation for me as I grew into

an adult in the church. I remember so many people at Trinity who inspired me and had a positive

influence on me in my faith journey, some of whom were also my teachers in the

community: Shirley Steiner, Ardis Verhulst, Hans Andresen, Barb Shannon, Elizabeth Peckham,

Pastor George Anderson, Jerry and Donna Bower, Ruth Ghastin, Shirley Goplin, Jerry and Carol

Edwards, Tom Harvey, Lilas Van Brocklin, Cal and Eleanor Wise, Willis and Lillian Cooper,

Louise and Paul Murphey, Dick and Nancy Edwards, Annie and Mike Windstrup, Beata Elliott, my

parents, and more!

May God continue to richly bless Trinity United Methodist Church in 2017 and in the years to

come! Sincerely, Nancy (Koehn) Pulvermacher davenancy5@charter.net

mailto:davenancy5@charter.net
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE 

By Jerry Bower

Due to retirements and resignations, Trinity has several opportunities for service. Jesus often

announced that is we love Him, we will promote the Good News in His Name and do whatever is

necessary to maintain His Church.

COUNTERS 

The counters group, currently five in number, could use two volunteers. Two

counters are assigned to each Sunday to count and record the offering, immediately after our

worship service. This normally takes 30 to 45 minutes to accomplish. Finally, one of the counters

takes the bank bag to WCCU and deposits it.

Jerry Bower is the coordinator and prepares a four month schedule three times a year.

Counters are usually assigned five or six Sundays during a four month cycle.

The training program is very simple! You will be invited to sit in to observe the

procedure, and, at the outset, always be scheduled with a veteran counter. Two counters are needed

by the end of March, so that they can be trained and ready to go in May, when the next four month

cycle will begin.

READERS

One or two additional readers are needed. The readers are scheduled for a four

month period. If we had a full complement of readers, each one would read two times in a four

month cycle.

Readers receive the Scripture by the Thursday before they will be the reader. The

Scripture arrives via an email attachment that can be printed.

FINANCE COMMITTEE

The Finance Committee has one vacancy. The Finance Committee supervises the

budget. Kathy Richardson, our Treasurer, attends every meeting and expertly guides our review of

income and expenditures. Currently, the Committee meets on the first Wednesday of the month, in

the even numbered months, at 7:00 PM. Its next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, February 1st.

If you are interested, please plan to attend that meeting, to see the Committee in action.

MEMORIAL MINISTRY 

The Memorial Ministry currently has one open seat. The Memorial Ministry, led by

Paul Murphey, meets quarterly to administer the memorial monies that are donated to Trinity. The

group meets on Tuesdays, at 1:30 PM. The 2017 meeting dates are February 14, May 9, August 8,

and November 14. If you are interested, please come to the February 14th meeting.

If you have any questions about the Counters, Readers, and/or the Finance

Committee, please call Jerry Bower, 647-4860 or email bowerpost@countryspeed.com. Questions

about the Memorial Ministry should be directed to Paul Murphey, 647-6439 or email

pmurphey@mwt.net.

Opportunities For Service

mailto:bowerpost@countryspeed.com
mailto:pmurphey@mwt.net


What is MOPS? MOPS International is dedicated to meeting the needs of every mother of

preschoolers. MOPS strives to attain this vision through the local MOPS group. A MOPS group is

started through a local church, and often has a leadership team made up of 8 key positions, although

many groups start with only 2 or 3 leaders. Most MOPS groups vary in size from 10 to 200 women.

MOPS groups usually meet once or twice a month, and often provide childcare through the

MOPPETS program.

When is MOPS?

We will be starting our RC-TaP MOPS group on February 2nd here at Trinity UMC, and every first

Thursday of the month after that. Please invite any mom of infant to preschool aged children.

What do we need?

We need support from our church and you can support our MOPS group in many ways by prayer,

financially, and by being a nursery volunteer.

First, we need prayer as we start this ministry, we need prayer for our group, our leaders and our

new moms. I would also like to invite any experienced mom to be a mentor. As a mentor your job

would be to help us young newer moms on this crazy amazing journey. Please consider being a

mentor mom. Lastly, To provide child care we also need moppets (the little ones) volunteers to

watch them while mom gets encouraged and knowledge to help her in here momness.

Lets reach the young moms of Richland Center and give them hope and support in one of the

hardest jobs on the planet, being a mom.

For more information contact Heather Gladney- 920-509-2258

Mission Committee Updates
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MISSION COMMITTEE RECEIPTS (incomplete)

December 1-31, January, 2017

UM Student Day: $   15.00

Love Fund: $ 150.00

Loose Plate: $   75.00 

(loose plate Xmas)

($35 to Free Clinic, $35 to Passages)

SOFTEN PASSAGE’S SLIPPERY SLOPE

Once again, the Mission Committee has decided to focus on stockpiling Passages’ scanty shelves

with item of the month. Items would be collected in the Narthex and delivered once a month to

Passages or earlier if needed. So sliding in, (no pun intended with the current weather situation)

the focus item this month-to-collect would be …. Soaps and Shampoos! Any scents or fragrances

will do!

Wouldn’t it be easy for you to slip an item or two into your shopping cart for Passages? If we

work together in solidarity, we will build a sizeable donation and will spread smiles to many

splendid special people. Will you be part of the solution? Thank you for your continued support

of Passages.

MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers)

tel:(920) 509-2258


9

JANUARY 2017 GABLER NEWSLETTER
(Submitted by Kathy Bastian from Trinity’s covenant missionaries', Rachael and Daniel Gabler)

Happy New Year!

Do you have resolutions? I have resolutionettes. Those are mini resolutions. I have learned that even 

the plans I make are small compared to what God gets me into. Then I have to edit those small 

resolutions to be in line with His. In fact, over the years there were many things I fought the Lord on. 

(As if I could win!)  For example, in January 2016 I never dreamed I would be self-publishing on 

Amazon. I certainly did not have that on my resolution radar nor did I even want to. 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN 2016:

Published my dramas and A Letter to Africa About Africa by Kasongo Munza on Amazon in English, 

French, and Portuguese.  (Kathy’s note: for those with a computer or Kindle, go to www.amazon.com

and type in the title and author for purchasing information. “Where Do We Go From Here?” by 

Rachel Gabler; A letter to Africa About Africa by Kasongo Munza.)

RESOLUTIONETTE 1

I will get news bulletins out more often. They will be smaller and more frequent. I will aim for one a 

month, but if the news is big it might be one a week. (January is ticked off. Eleven more to go.)

RESOLUTIONETTE 2

I will learn about promotion of e-books and implement at least some of what I learn. This will 

include finishing the website for the book and publishing it. (You should be hearing about this soon.)

RESOLUTIONETTE 3

I will complete the publishing of the dramas (15 to go) on my website and blogging about them. 

Then I will publish on Amazon Part Two of the dramas. http://rdgabler.wixsite.com/rachelgabler

RESOLUTIONETTE 4

I will write about whatever drama topics the Lord tells me to—with less fighting and moaning about 

it to Him. (Sorry, Lord)

NOW FOR DAN’S WORK:

You can get the latest by clicking on this link for a video:

https://youtu.be/j0Y7yuhsB0o

Please see the entire newsletter on the Missions bulletin board in the narthex. 

Mission Committee Updates

http://www.amazon.com/
http://rdgabler.wixsite.com/rachelgabler
https://youtu.be/j0Y7yuhsB0o


Committee Notes

JANUARY 2017 COMMITTEE NOTES

By Jerry Bower, Lay Leader 

TRUSTEES: This was Howard Nelson’s last meeting as Chair & member of Trustees. Howard’s

leadership through many years is greatly appreciated. Fortunately, we will still be able to call

occasionally upon his vast knowledge. John Storer was elected Chair of the Trustees. John will

concentrate on maintaining our properties. And Barb Marshall was reelected as Trustee Secretary.

Barb will also look after Trinity’s investments.

The Minutes of the 5 December 2016 meeting were unanimously approved.

FINANCIAL REPORTS: Reflecting the “Trump bump”, Trinity’s investments

showed gains, as compared to last Fall. Our Lincoln Annuity has matured (10 year duration). This

means that we can draw funds from the account without a fee. The Annuity does have a 1%

annual maintenance fee. We decided that future withdrawals of funds for transfer to the General

Budget should be taken from the Annuity account. Russ and Jerry will arrange a meeting with

Katy Bedward at Edward Jones to learn the options we have for possibly moving the Annuity

balance into another investment category. We also agreed to investigate breaking the Barnes

Trust. The New York bank that manages the fund takes two-thirds of the annual income as a

management fee! We will see if there is someone in the United Methodist Foundation that could

help us with this project. We reviewed the year end balances of the accounts managed by the

Trustees and found them to have done well in staying within projections. We noted that

$10,000.00 had been transferred from the Capital Improvement Fund into the General Budget

during 2016. This was the amount needed to make up for a shortfall in our contributions.

PARSONAGE/RENTAL HOUSE REPORT: The lease with Dr. Alexander will be

renewed at $850.00 per month. The annual inspection of the house revealed that water is still

getting into the basement, although work done with the downspouts and landscaping had reduced

the amount. We will continue to monitor the situation. The furnace was serviced by Strang’s, so

that it would operate properly during the heating season. Strang’s has proposed some work on the

chimney and venting the furnace out through a basement wall, instead of up the chimney, as is the

present arrangement. This will be discussed further. After discussion, we agreed to begin to

investigate selling the rental house.

CHURCH PROPERTY REPORT: Jim Weber, who has rejoined the Trustees, has

repainted a trouble-making wall in the kitchen and has repainted the sign in front of the church.

Thanks, Jim, and welcome back! Strang’s will replace all of the ceiling bulbs over the chancel

without charge. Thank you Dick and Barb! This summer we will consider having the parking lot

resealed and the lines repainted.

NEXT MEETING: MONDAY, 6 FEBRUARY, 6:00 PM. (If necessary)

FINANCE COMMITTEE: The Finance Committee will meet February 1st.

CHURCH COUNCIL: Our meeting for January 16th was cancelled, due to ice, and rescheduled

for Monday, 23 January.

.  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1

EBS 1-2pm 

Library

Dance Class 

3:30pm

Finance 

Committee 

7pm

2

Noon 

Thursdays -

Bulletin 

Deadline

MOPS 

9-11am

3

Pastor's Day 

Off

4

5

9:30 Worship

Sunday 

School 9:45

6

Trustees 

Committee 

6pm

7

Tuesday 

Morning 

Group 10am

Missions 

Committee 

4:30pm

8

EBS 1-2pm 

Library

Dance Class 

3:30pm

9

Noon 

Thursdays -

Bulletin 

Deadline

10

Pastor's Day 

Off

11

12

9:30 Worship

Sunday 

School 9:45

13 14

Tuesday 

Morning 

Group 10am

Memorial

Ministry 

Meeting 

1:30pm

15

EBS 1-2pm 

Library

Dance Class 

3:30pm

16

Noon 

Thursdays -

Bulletin 

Deadline

17

Pastor's Day 

Off

18

19

9:30 Worship

Sunday 

School 9:45

20

PEO 6:30pm

Church 

Council 7pm

21

Tuesday 

Morning 

Group 10am

22

Chimes 

Deadline

EBS 1-2pm 

Library Dance 

Class 3:30pm

23

Noon 

Thursdays -

Bulletin 

Deadline

24

Pastor's Day 

Off

25

Trinity 

Church 

Candlelight 

Dinner

26

9:30 Worship

Sunday 

School 9:45

27 28

Tuesday 

Morning 

Group 10am

Notes: Church office hours are 9am – Noon                                

Monday through Friday



Chimes Newsletter 
February 22nd 
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400 East Seminary Street

Richland Center, WI 53581

Trinity United Methodist Church
Sunday Worship: 9:30 a.m.

Pastor: Wiley Gladney

Pastor's Cell Phone: 1-920-509-2630

Pastor’s email: revgladney@gmail.com

Pastor's Office Hours: Thursday 9-12 PM and by appointment Mon. – Thurs.

Friday: Pastor’s day off

Trinity Church Office

Hours: Monday – Friday, 9 - noon

Trinity UMC Office: (608) 647-3203

Trinity’s email: trinityumc@mwt.net

Website: www.umchurchrc.org

Administrative Assistant: Pat Leonard

Treasurer/Financial Secretary: Kathy Richardson

Custodian: Bill Twining


