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       The Chimes 
      

Trinity United Methodist Church July 2017 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ.  

 

I am happy to report to you that I have survived another Wisconsin United Methodist Annual Conference. I not 

only survived, but I actually enjoyed it (for the most part). A definite highlight of the conference was having the 

opportunity to hear teaching from Rev. Adam Hamilton. Adam Hamilton is the founding pastor of the United 

Methodist Church of the Resurrection in Leawood, Kansas, the largest United Methodist church in the nation, 

with an average weekend worship attendance of 11,000 on multiple campuses. During his Saturday sessions, Rev. 

Hamilton shared tips for improving worship that he has learned over the years of leading worship every week at 

Church of the Resurrection. He talked about intentional discipleship and asked, “What is a disciple? What does 

one look like?” He said every church should have a clear picture of discipleship, and define goals to help them 

reach people in any stage of their faith journey. Rev. Hamilton chastised the clergy a bit by saying the purpose of 

worship is to help people have a spiritual encounter with God, but most people don’t expect it because it doesn’t 

happen very often. He then walked through the beginning of a worship service at Church of the Resurrection, and 

identified some of the ways their worship services help people encounter God. Finally, he talked about how 

Church of the Resurrection intentionally reaches out to new people. “Greet people in the parking lot,” he said. 

“How is your signage? Do you have a good website? What does your nursery look like?” He added, “Is your 

church intentionally reaching out to people who are lost sheep?” In the end, he said the key is to focus on loving 

and welcoming everyone who walks in the door. “People don’t become Christians because of our superior 

theological arguments,” he said. “They become Christians because we love them. “ 

 

A large part of the conference is taken up by reports from various boards and agencies of the UM conference and 

voting on proposed legislation and resolutions. We voted to approve five changes to the denomination’s 

constitution, which was legislation passed down from the General conference of 2016. One action item I was glad 

that was not considered by the conference was a resolution, proposed by the conference board of Church and 

Society, that would have made official the Wisconsin conference’s approval of the position statement put forth by 

the board of ordained ministry back in November. That statement included the position that the WI Board of 

Ordained Ministry would not abide by the section of our Discipline that states self-avowed, practicing 

homosexuals will not be approved for licensed or ordained ministry. Thankfully, the Bishop did not allow this 

resolution to go to the floor of the conference by stating it was out of order, and should not be considered by the 

conference, because it was against our official doctrine and Discipline.  

  

The weekend closed with the annual commissioning and ordination worship service. I am proud that several 

friends of mine were ordained this year and a few folks were commissioned as provisional elders or deacon. I sure 

hope that I will be one of those folks being ordained as an elder in full connection next year. I now begin my 

preparation to go before the Board of Ordained Ministry myself in February of 2018. Please keep me in prayer as 

I write my papers, fill out all the forms, and prepare my mind, heart and spirit for this daunting undertaking. 
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Overall, this was a very good annual conference. The atmosphere seemed much more collegial than in years 

past; people were respectful of one another and there were no signs of defiance or protesting. I think everyone 

present is aware of the unique, if not precarious, situation the UMC is in right now, and are waiting patiently for 

the denomination’s Commission on a Way Forward to complete its work and for its proposed legislation on the 

future UM church structure to be considered at the special called General Conference in February 2019. 

 
  
I want to thank Jerry Bower of Trinity church and Fred and Kate Dillon of Peace church for serving as our lay 

delegates to annual conference this year. It is a big commitment to serve in this way, representing our local 

congregations in the work and ministry of the larger church of Wisconsin. Please take time to thank them as 

well.   

 

God bless and look forward to seeing you in worship. 

Rev. Wiley Gladney 

Mission Committee Updates 

JULY MISSIONS FOCUS IS  

UNITED METHODIST HOSPITALS MINISTRY 
 

  
The July Missions focus and the last Sunday offering of the month  

will support the work of the United Methodist Hospitals Ministry,  

Wisconsin Conference Advance #7630 
 

 

. 
     We welcome The Rev. Ann Scott as our new chaplain for UM Hospitals Ministry. Ann is a cradle 

United Methodist and has been involved in the local church and conference most of her life as a lay person and 

ordained clergy. Ann sees this UMHM Chaplaincy position as an opportunity to pursue her calling to health 

ministry. In her words, “I am blessed to serve as the chaplain for this ministry. It offers me the opportunity to 

walk with people through the joys and challenges of their daily lives, listening to their stories, and offering 

asked-for advice, compassionate care, and prayer. This is where my soul thrives and it is the place God has 

called me to be.” 

 

       Rev. Scott visits United Methodist patients and their families hospitalized in Madison’s major hospitals, 

including Unity Point Health-Meritor, St. Mary’s, UW Hospitals, American Family Children’s Hospital, and the 

VA Hospital (upon request). 

 

 Many of our own congregation have been served by this ministry. Your prayers for and financial support 

of this ministry are appreciated.  

Pastor Wiley’s letter continued…… 
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Trinity Wish List Updated.  Contained within this issue of the Chimes, you will find the recently 
updated and revised Trinity “Wish List.”  Please “clip & save” this document.  You will notice a 
new feature to the Wish List in that Memorial Ministry, with Trustee assistance, has created an 
upfront “Top Ten” list of priorities that will be used by Pastor Wiley, Memorial Ministry, and the 
Trustees when advising families and/or deciding where memorial & honor gifts should be used.  
Thanks to all having contributed ideas to this list. 
 

 
Thank You Congregation of Trinity UMC.  Our family would like to thank you for graciously 
allowing us to use your tables & chairs for our son’s graduation party.  We appreciate your 
kindness on Nolan’s special day.  - - Brian & Jenalee Moore and Family - - (Note:  A $20 
honorarium was also included with the thank you that was deposited to the Trinity general 
fund.)       

 

 

July Memorial Ministry Corner 
 

Community Events  
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Background.  The Trinity United Methodist Church Memorial Ministry prioritized (February 14, 2017) the church’s 
current “wish list” as follows and will seek memorial and honor gifts to complete (with Trustee assistance) these 
programs, projects, services, and causes.  A “Top Ten” list of priorities now appears with additional items in random 
order.  Items listed are medium- and long-range needs and will not generally be short-term, emergency needs. 

Adding/Deleting Items.  Memorial Ministry requires individuals and/or committees to contact Memorial Ministry 
Chair Paul Murphey at pmurphey@mwt.net, 647.6439, or a written note placed within the Memorial Ministry’s 
mailbox at any time during the calendar year, for item additions or deletions.  This requirement is in place in order 
for Memorial Ministry to maintain an accurate “wish list” for the church.  

Funding an Item.  Memorial Ministry seeks capital (memorial and honor gifts) in order to complete items from the 
list.  While all financial support checks should be made payable to Trinity United Methodist Church, please notate 
the check for a specific “wish list” item or the generic “Memorial Ministry Wish List.”  Memorial Ministry, based on 
its list prioritization, will use all generic notated gifts according to the Ministry’s Policies and Procedures handbook.  
Specific questions regarding gifts should be directed to the Memorial Ministry Chair using any of the above contact 
methods (see Adding/Deleting Items).        

“Top Ten” List of Prioritized “Wish List” Items 

1. Replace folding chairs with lighter weight, sturdier, less dangerous models (Schmitt Hall).  Note:    Fifty 
current folding chairs will be kept for “Worship in the Park”; remaining chairs will be sold to public.  
    

2. Investigate/Repair continuing leakage from bell tower into girls’ restroom (second floor), and repair ceiling 
plaster from this leakage. 

 

3. Install a working speaker in the Sunday school room (across from library). 
 

4. Install signage within parking lot to direct people for parking, entering building, etc. 
 

5. Install updated signage on main floor, second floor, and within basement to direct people to various 
locations. 
  

6. Purchase a second, new 100-cup coffee urn for Schmitt Hall kitchen. 
 

7. Add area rug (Nursery).   
 

8. Add a large, round table (Preschool Classroom).   
 

9. Install additional “dusk/dawn” floodlight on East end of church building for parking lot illumination. 
 

10. Investigate repair of/restart the church tower carillon.   

Memorial Ministry “Wish List”  

mailto:pmurphey@mwt.net
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1. Programs 

Music 

 Purchase needed equipment for music program (children, youth, and adults). 
 

 Provide financing for musical directors to purchase music. 
 

 Other 

 

Pastoral & Church Committees 

 Provide funding to reorganize and reactivate a caring ministries program. 
 

 Provide funding for Memorial Ministry to develop a marketing brochure and  

             campaign for Trinity memorial and honor gifts. 
 

 Provide funding for the pastoral Love Fund ministry program. 
 

 Other 
 

 
2. Projects (Facilities) 

Basement 

 Install a pedestal sink & replace faucets (women’s restroom). 
 

 Redecorate/repaint walls & install window treatments (Schmitt Hall). 
 

 Replace drinking fountain (Schmitt Hall). 
 

 Replace lighting (Schmitt Hall kitchen).   
 

 Replace or cover the current floor (Schmitt Hall and Schmitt Hall kitchen). 
 

 Investigate air conditioning or other air movement systems (Schmitt Hall). 
 

 Investigate/Repair continuing floor leakage on West side of Schmitt Hall.       
 

 Investigate/Repair continuing floor leakage on North wall of Schmitt Hall kitchen.      

Memorial Ministry “Wish List” Continued…… 
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Memorial Ministry “Wish List” Continued…… 

 Investigate/Repair/Refinish stage floor in Schmitt Hall. 
 

 Replace (or establish maintenance plan for) Schmitt Hall kitchen grease trap.   
 

 Other 

 

Main Floor 

 Purchase a commercial grade vacuum cleaner and lightweight carpet sweeper.  
 

 Replace area carpet (Preschool Classroom). 
 

 Remove cupboards & refinish wall (Nursery). 
 

 Refurbish cupboard doors, hardware, & handles (Library). 
 

 Continue to upgrade Sunday school program room furnishings and supplies. 
 

 Purchase energy-efficient, quieter window air conditioners (offices, classrooms, & library).    
 

 Investigate/Repair West wall leakage and plaster damage from balcony ceiling to floor to the 
right of the back window (sanctuary). 

 

 Replace/Upgrade stool, sink, & plumbing in girls’ restroom (main floor). 
 

 Other 

 

Second Floor 

 Purchase new curtains (classrooms). 
 

 Carpet East hallway. 
 

 Continue to repaint walls (as needed) & strip/wax tile floors (classrooms). 
 

 Refinish all wood floors (classrooms, youth room, & balcony). 
 

 Other 
 

 

Exterior Grounds (Church & Parsonage) 

 Add spotlight to southwest lot corner sign. 
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Memorial Ministry “Wish List” Continued…… 

 Renovate church/parsonage ground landscaping. 
 

 Purchase an outside picnic table. 
 

 Repave/Repair East parking lot “sink holes” & depressions for safety reasons.   
 

 Reline East parking lot for parking spaces. 
 

 Investigate repair (or removal) of East entrance sidewalk. 
 

  

 Other 
 

 
 

3. Services 

 Other 
 
 

 
 
4. Causes 
 

 Seek capital to fund the Trinity United Methodist Church scholarship account.  Note:  
Memorial Ministry reserves the right to keep this cause as a high priority regardless of 
its overall ranking. 
   

 Other 
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Community Highlights 

(Please feel free to notify the office with any and all 

adds/deletes for the Trinity Birthday  
and Anniversary lists) 

SIGN UP NOW! 
Trinity’s Sunday Bulletin Dedications and  

Sunday Altar Flowers Dedications 

Dedicate a worship bulletin or altar flowers in 
memory, or in honor of a loved one, to be seen by 

all on the Sunday of your choice. A special 
mention will be published to acknowledge all 
dedications. See the sign up clipboard in the 

narthex for more details.  

Trinity Volunteers needed - for Coffee Hour 
Hosts, Greeters and Ushers for Sunday services 
here at Trinity Church.  Please see clipboards in 
the narthex for details on duties and Sunday 
signup sheets. 
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Continued > 

    JUNE 2017 COMMITTEE NOTES   
      By Jerry Bower, Lay Leader   

Editorial Comment:  These will be brief notes, because only the Trustees met during June.  I missed the 

Trustees’ meeting, so the notes are based on the Minutes.  

   

FINANCE COMMITTEE:  Did not meet.  However, the spread sheets show that our bills are all 

current through May.  We have received notice that Trinity was among the churches that paid 100% of 

their apportionments in 2016.  That is the sixth year in a row that we have done so.  Thanks!!  

TRUSTEES:  
  The Minutes of 2 May 2017 were approved.    

  Financial Report:  Our investments continue to do well, as the markets sustain their growth.  Half 

of the property taxes was transferred into the general fund to complete the 2016 payments.  This money 

is deposited into the Capital Improvement Fund during the year by the Finance Committee to cover this 

expense.    

  Parsonage:  Strang’s  will do the furnace service and chimney repair during June, if the weather 

cooperates.  The lawn repairs have been completed.  Dr. Alexander has replaced one of the breezeway 

windows that broke due to shifting from freezing and thawing.    

 Church:  The new parking lot light, to be on the southeast corner of the building is scheduled to be 

installed.  John Storer will contact Sheldon’s, of Viroqua, about repairs to the black top in the parking 

lot.  Brian Wontor has done some caulking and has sealed up the louvers in the bell tower, in hope of 

ending the leakage that has been seeping into the second floor girls’ bathroom.  Cost was 

$135.00.  Some of the replacement bulbs for the sanctuary are still backordered.  Strang’s will replace 

them when all the bulbs have arrived.    

  Other Business:   Paul Murphey reported the results of the Memorial Committee’s survey to 

rank the top ten items on our Wish List.  Replacement of Schmitt Fellowship Hall chairs placed first.  A 

couple of the items among the ten have already been completed—Repair the roof around the bell tower 

and installation of an additional parking lot light.    

NEXT MEETING: None scheduled for July or August.  

   

CHURCH COUNCIL:  The June Meeting was cancelled because Pastor Wiley and Jerry Bower were 

attending the Annual Conference and would not be able to attend.    

Committee Notes 
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Conference Delegate Report 

 

Last Word   

CHECK IT OUT!! 
Trinity’s website is now up to date with 
church events, announcements, worship 
bulletins, monthly newsletters, and 
recently added informational page 
about the WI UMC Youth Summer Camp 
2017 and a planned “Potluck Picnic” on 

July 16
th

. 
www.trinity.umchurchrc.org  

CHECK IT OUT!! 

DEADLINE REMINDERS 
Weekly bulletin postings is every Thursday by noon,  keep in mind space is very limited. 

Deadline for the next CHIMES newsletter is Wednesday, July 19
th

 by noon, keep in mind that not 
only layout space is limited, there is also a significant postage increase for exceeding the maximum 

12-page publication. 

  THE 2017 WISCONSIN ANNUAL CONFERENCE: A BRIEF REPORT   
       By Jerry Bower, Lay Delegate   

  I attended the Annual Conference as Trinity’s lay delegate for four years in the 1970s.  Those were held at 

the Baptist Assembly grounds, near Green Lake.  This conference was held at the Marriot West in Madison.  I came 

home each evening to sleep in my own bed.    
  As far as the business was concerned, I discovered that not much had changed.  On the consent agenda, 

items for which no debate is allowed, we renewed approval of several special days, like United Methodist Women’s 

Sunday.  As usual, there were resolutions concerning clergy salaries, moving expenses, pensions, and housing 

allowances.  Most were approved as proposed, but a couple were referred back for more study, to be presented again 

in 2018.  They were referred because the terms held tax implications that no one could immediately answer.    
  The only potentially contentious item, Resolution 19, was ruled out of order by the Bishop.  This item was 

labeled “In Support of the Wisconsin Board of Ordained Ministry and Support of Non-Compliance.”  This referred 

to the action taken by the BOD earlier in the year to discontinue asking candidates for ordination if they would 

uphold the existing prohibitions from performing same sex marriages.  The resolution also “strongly urged” 

Wisconsin United Methodists not to bring any legal action against clergy for violating the existing rules.    
  I planned to vote against this resolution.  First, there is an established procedure for amending the 

DISCIPLINE that the BOD violated in taking its action.  The DISCIPLINE can only be amended by a General 

Conference.  Second, I opposed the resolution because it sought to persuade me not to exercise my legal right to seek 

court redress if harm has been done.    
  As it turned out, others had the same objections.  So, when Resolution 19 was announced, by the Bishop, as 

being before the Conference, a clergyman secured the floor and asserted that the resolution was out of order because 

it sought to amend the DISCIPLINE and because a special committee has been set up and is working to find “A Way 

Forward” on the vexing issue of sexuality.  Indeed, a special General Conference has been scheduled for February 

2019 to consider this committee’s report.  Hearing this, Bishop Jung ruled the resolution out of order and we 

proceeded to other business.    
  I cannot end this report without telling you that the worship and music was awesome!  When you have a few 

hundred Methodists singing, there is a tremendous sound.    
  If you have any questions, just ask.   

http://www.trinity.umchurchrc.org/
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Chimes Newsletter  
July 19th 

  

 Trinity United Methodist Church  
400 East Seminary Street 
Richland Center, WI 53581 

                          

Trinity United Methodist Church 

Sunday Worship: 9:30 a.m. 
Pastor: Wiley Gladney 

Pastor's Cell Phone: 1-920-509-2630 

Pastor’s email: revgladney@gmail.com 

Pastor's Office Hours: Thursday 9-12 PM and by appointment Mon. – Thurs. 
Friday: Pastor’s day off 

Trinity Church Office 

Hours: Monday – Friday, 9 - noon 

Trinity UMC Office: (608) 647-3203 

Trinity’s email: trinityumc@mwt.net 
Websites: www.umchurchrc.org & www.trinity.umchurchrc.org  

Administrative Assistant: Pat Leonard 

Treasurer/Financial Secretary: Kathy Richardson 

Custodian: Bill Twining 

                                       

http://www.umchurchrc.org/
http://www.trinity.umchurchrc.org/

