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Grace and peace in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and savior.

It has been a cold start to 2018, and we have finally gotten a little snow. When February rolls around
every year, our minds turn to Valentine’s day. My mind also turns to my wife’s birthday, which is
February 15. Now, my birthday is December 12, and it seems my birthday celebration and gifts always
get rolled into our Christmas celebrations. Not so for Heather’s birthday. It has been made clear to
me that Valentine’s Day and her birthday are two distinct days, therefore there needs to be two
distinct ways that | mark those days. So much for no double standard!

| have always wondered who St Valentine was. | never knew anything about who he was, other than
he was a Roman Catholic saint. So, | decided to look it up, and the following is what | have found out
from Wikipedia.

Saint Valentine, officially Saint Valentine of Terni, is a widely recognized third-century Roman saint
commemorated on February 14 and since the High Middle Ages is associated with a tradition of
courtly love.

All that is reliably known of the saint commemorated on February 14 is his name and that he was
martyred and buried at a cemetery on the Via Flaminia close to the Ponte Milvio to the north of
Rome on that day. It is uncertain whether St. Valentine is to be identified as one saint or the
conflation of two saints of the same name. Because so little is reliably known of him, in 1969 the
Catholic Church removed his name from the General Roman Calendar, leaving his liturgical
celebration to local calendars. The Roman Catholic Church continues to recognize him as a saint,
listing him as such in the February 14 entry in the Roman Martyrology, and authorizing liturgical
veneration of him on February 14 in any place where that day is not devoted to some other
obligatory celebration in accordance with the rule that on such a day the Mass may be that of any
saint listed in the Martyrology for that day. Saint Valentine's Church in Rome, built in 1960 for the
needs of the Olympic Village, continues as a modern, well-visited parish church.

Saint Valentine is commemorated in the Anglican Communion, as well as in Lutheranism. On
February 14, The Lutheran Service Book, with its penchant for the old Roman calendar,
commemorates Valentine on this date. By some of the Eastern Orthodox Church, Saint Valentine the
Presbyter of Rome is celebrated on July 6 and Valentine (Bishop of Interamna, Terni in Italy) is
celebrated on July 30. Notwithstanding, because of the relative obscurity of these two saints in the
East and since there is no commemoration of St. Valentine in the Greek Orthodox Church, members
of the Greek Orthodox Church named Valentinos (male) or Valentina (female) may observe their

name day on the Western ecclesiastical calendar date of February 14. )
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Message from Pastor Wiley Continued.....

Weather you celebrate Valentine’s Day or not, may you be blessed this month, as we strive to be a
loving congregation of believers. Remember that when Jesus was asked “what is the greatest
commandment,” He answered, ““Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your strength and with all your mind”; and, “Love your neighbor as yourself.”’

Rev. G. Wiley Gladney

SUMMER CAMP
REGISTRATION IS
OPEN!

Wisconsin Conference UMC is pleased to announce that Summer
Camp 2018 is open for registration!

All churches will receive a promotional packet in February, which
will be including digital media for our website, posters, booklets and
brochures with more exciting details. Much more to come later.
Visit www.wiumcamps.org to learn more or to register.

Read Current News stories @
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/church-
camps-combine-faith-and-fun

When it comes to eating s'mores under starry

skies and singing songs around a campfire, little « Camp Life reaches out to Baltimore youth
has changed over the years. There's still no place  Camp opens doors for kids with serious illness

like summer camp.

* UMCOR gives Gaza kids a break from conflict
* Camp opens doors for seriously ill kids

The United Methodist Church has a great « Churches’ math and literacy camps a hit
commitment to camping. The denomination « Just Save One: Help the Global AIDS Fund
offers one of the largest camp and retreat » Native American youth to benefit from camp
networks, with 220 centers serving a million » Lazarus Project offers military families refuge

people a year.

* HIV camp gives dose of God’s love
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Heather Gladney

Youth Leader
920-509-2258

SAVE THE DATES! YOUTH GROUP UPCOMING FUN OUTINGS

Feb. 18— dinner at Los Amigos2 at 6pm

April 14t — game night at Trinity at 6pm

May 12t — pizza movie night at Trinity at 6pm
June 16 — out of school party at Trinity at 6pm

Beginning in February the youth group will meet every second and fourth
Sunday evening at 6:00 pm at Peace.




10 Great Books for UMC Readers....Snow is falling and books are calling ©
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Looking for some great suggestions on possible choices for & ) - ) :’
your winter reading? Well look no further....here are 10 ’
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selections from fiction to devotionals..... j

> FICTION

A Fragile Hope by Cynthia Ruchti — Josiah Chamberlain’s work revolves around repairing other people's marriages.
When his own is threatened by his wife's unexplained distance, and then threatened further when she's
unexpectedly plunged into an unending fog, Josiah finds his expertise, quick wit and clever quips are no match for
a relationship thatis clearly broken.

> INSPIRATIONAL READING

Pond River Ocean Rain: Find Peace in the Storms of Life by Charles Lattimore Howard — Wade into the beautiful
water that is God through stories, questions, and accessible illustrations. Feel the Living Water wash over you while
contemplating stillness (such as a pond), trust in God’s will (like the rush of a river), peace within mystery (as
experienced in the depths of the ocean), and the movement of God’s relentless love for us (the refreshing rain we
receive).

Dwelling Places: Words to Live in Every Season by Lucinda Secrest McDowell — What if a thriving, active faith were
as simple as reading one word a day? If you're tired of busyness and noise, perhaps one word a day can change
your life. Through short and inspiring readings, single words like mercy, beauty, gratitude, or grace, reveal a biblical
blessing or challenge. Full of stories and illustrations to empower you to live the word you have just read, each
devotional ends with a benediction, written as if God were speakingdirectly to you.

> PRAYER

Pray Like Jesus: Rediscovering the Lord’s Prayer by Don Underwood — The Lord’s Prayer is the most famous prayer
in the world and is remarkably simple and brief. In only 70 words, Jesus covers the breadth of the Christian
message and experience. Most Christians know it by heartand can easily recite it.

> BIBLE

Moses: In the Footsteps of the Reluctant Prophet by Adam Hamilton — Retrace the life of Moses from his modest
birth and rescue as a baby to the courts of Pharaoh, from herding flocks in Midian to leading his people out of
Egypt. Using historical information, archaeological data, and the biblical text, Hamilton guides us in the footsteps
of this reluctant prophetwho grew in his relationship with God throughout his life.

Shalom for the Heart: Torah-Inspired Devotions for a Sacred Life by Rabbi Evan Moffic — What can Christians learn
from engaging Torah Scripture the way Jesus did? Beautifully written weekly devotions encourage readers
throughout the year. Christian readers are invited to engage in a study pattern of the Jewish founders of the faith,
to grow deeperin relationship with Jesus, and find meaning, comfort, and direction for our lives.

> MOTHERHOOD

Stepping on Cheerios: Finding God in the Chaos and Clutter of Life by Betsy Singleton Snyder — Being a mom isn’t
easy. Sometimes it's hard to experience a personal connection with God and community when you are caught up
in the chaos. This collection of funny, warm, and charming tales from the frontlines of parenthood, addresses the
everydayfeats of work, motherhood, marriage, church, and more.

Motherprayer: Lessons in loving by Barbara Mahany — As mothers, prayer is at its glorious best when we soar
beyond words; it's how we breathe; it's motherlove. This collection of personal love letters on the mysteries and
gifts of mothering, interspersed with family recipes and gentle essays, offers beautiful lessonsin how to love well.
> DEVOTIONALS

40 Days with Wesley: A Daily Devotional Journey by Rueben P. Job — In an accessible, inviting format, this forty-
day devotional weaves inspirational readings on faith and prayer from United Methodist Bishop Rueben P. Job,
with quotes and excerpts from John Wesley, founder of the Methodist movement. Each selection offers a prayer,
scripture, a shortreading, quotes from John Wesley, and a blessing to take with you through the day.

Bible Sisters: A Year of Devotions with the Women of the Bible by Gennifer Benjamin Brooks — 365 days of Bible
devotions on the named and unnamed women of the Bible, from Eve to the women at the empty tomb and in the
early church. The daily Bible passages, reflections, and prayers selected are perfect for personal devotions to
explore women's perspectivesin the Bible.
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Community Highlights
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

Connie Tracy 2
Angelica Black 9
Shannon Trebus 11
Kathy Richardson 11
Shirley Goplin 14
Heather Gladney 15
Ruby Hodge 16
Helen Nelson 17
Paul Murphey 18

Wishing you
a month filled
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Hospitality Calling- for Coffee Hour Hosts,
Greeters and Ushers for Sunday services here at
Trinity Church. Please see clipboards in the
narthex for signup sheets.

Makes perfect
gifts and supports
Missions Ministry!

See Nancy McCauley
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MONTHLY MISSION FOCUS FOR 2018

January Food Pantry

FEBRUARY TRINITY MEMORIAL MINISTRY
SCHOLARSHIP FUND

March One Great Hour of Sharing
(UMCOR)

April Native American Sunday

May Wisconsin Conference Golden
Cross Offering

June Church Camp Fund (Ice Cream
Social)

July UW Madison Hospital Ministry
(Chaplaincy)

August Trinity Memorial Ministry Wish List

September UM Student Day

October Harvest Auction

November TBD

December Salvation Army







