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     Psalm 51 portrays King David’s temperament after he was confronted by the Prophet Nathan. This is a story 
of a man who was controlled by passions, lust and evil desires. He was a human being who also rose up from 
the spiritual downfall he had gotten himself into the moment he decided to write this Psalm. It is the story of 
two central families torn apart by the decision of one man in charge of the affairs of a nation. It tells us about 
the social impact of evil and the implications and consequences for multiple future generations.  
     The story begins when King David was walking on the roof of his palace and he saw Bathsheba taking a bath 
in a lower floor’s backyard. Bathsheba was a very attractive woman and he asked one of his servants to bring 
her to him. She was married to Uriah, one of his most faithful soldiers, but he was away.  King David did not 
respect that she was married and had intercourse with her anyway. As soon as King David found out that 
Bathsheba was expecting a child that had to be his, he sent a message to the general in charge of the battlefield 
where Uriah was and told him to send Uriah back home to his house.  He tried to cover up his sin of having sex 
with Uriah’s wife by sending him home, assuming he would want to have sex with Bathsheba while he was there.  
After 9 months had passed and the child was born it would seem to have been conceived during the time that 
Uriah was home with Bathsheba.  
     Uriah, who was also a very devout person, decided not to go home because it was against his conscience to 
enjoy the comforts of home and have sex with his wife while the nation was fighting against another nation and 
all the other men were still on the battlefield. Instead, he slept at the entrance to King David’s house with all the 
servants.  King David was informed about Uriah;s decision to sleep outside his house.  Since Uriah had refused 
to go home, King David knew he never had sex with his wife that night.  King David had tried in vain to cover up 
his sin and he was afraid that his affair with Bathsheba would soon be known to the whole nation. 
      On the second night that Uriah was in Jerusalem King David invited Uriah to eat and drink with him.  After 
Uriah became drunk, David once again tried to send Uriah home, but again Uriah decided not to go home.  Uriah 
returned to the battlefield the next day. 

     After these attempts to cover up his sin failed, then King David wrote a message to his general to 
place Uriah in the front lines of the war zone. When the fighting was the most intense, the soldiers under his 
authority were to move away from where Uriah was fighting and allow the enemies to strike him down and kill 
him. Uriah knew nothing about King David’s macabre plan, with his own death sentence spelled out in the 
letter to General Joab. King David thought that the assassination of Uriah would never be discovered, so he 
could get away with the crime and then take Uriah’s wife for himself. 

 
After all this drama, the Prophet Nathan came to David, sent by the Lord. He shared with King David a very 
powerful story about a rich man and a poor man. He said, “There were two men in a certain city, one was rich 
and the other was poor. The rich man had a very large number of sheep and cows, but the poor man had one 



only little female lamb that he had bought. He raised her, and she grew up in his home with his children. She 
would eat his food and drink from his cup. She rested in his arms and was like a daughter. Now a visitor came to 
the rich man. The rich man thought it would be a pity to take one of his sheep and cattle to prepare a meal for 
the traveler. So he took the poor man’s lamb and prepared her for the traveler.” 

     David burned with anger against the rich man. “I solemnly swear, as the Lord lives,” he said to Nathan, “The 
man who did this certainly deserves to die! And he must pay back four times the price of the lamb because he 
did this and had no pity.” Then Nathan told King David, “You are that man. This is what the Lord God of Israel 
says. “I anointed you king over Israel and rescued you from Saul. Why did you despise my word by doing what I 
considered evil? So, warfare will never leave your house because you despised me and took the wife of Uriah 
the Hittite to be your wife.”  Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord.”  Nathan replied, “The 
Lord has taken away your sin; you will not die. But since you have shown total contempt for the Lord by this 
affair, the son that is born to you must die.” Nathan went home and the Lord struck ill the child that Uriah’s wife 
had given birth to for King David so the child become sick. On the seventh day the child died.” (2 Samuel 12: 1-
24) King David wrote Psalm 51 after he was confronted by the Prophet Nathan. Here are some of the statements 
in Psalm 51 attributed to King David: 
"Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;  according to your abundant mercy blot out my 
transgressions. “Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. For I know my 
transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. Against you, you alone, have I sinned, and done what is evil in your 
sight, so that you are justified in your sentence and blameless when you pass judgment. Indeed, I was born guilty, 
a sinner when my mother conceived me… Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be 
whiter than snow. Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and put a new and right spirit within me. Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take your holy 
Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit. Deliver me from 
bloodshed, O God, O God of my salvation…For you have no delight in sacrifice; If I were to give a burnt offering, 
you would not be pleased. The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, 
O you will not despise.’’ 
  Psalm 51 and 2 Samuel 12:1-24 could be used for reflections during the Lenten season. They tell us that any 
evil action toward our neighbors is also against Almighty God. These scriptures teach us that wrongdoing and 
sin will receive God’s disapproval and have personal consequences for us. In the case of King David, he repented 
for his enormous sins. He repented, but only after Nathan showed him his evil actions against God.   
     The interesting thing here is that King David was so quickly angered and ready to condemn the rich man for 
taking the lamb from the poor man, even though he was guilty of great sin himself. This is true with us even 
today.  We are more ready to pass judgment on others than to see our own sins.  Nathan used the story of the 
rich man and the poor man to get King David’s attention.   In return, King David was so invested in the story that 
he rendered judgment over the rich man for the social injustice the story laid out for him.   The narrative of 
Nathan’s short story was so powerful that King David was ready to judge and condemn the fictitious rich man in 
the story, but was unable to see his own evil until it was pointed out to him.    
The narrative of Nathan’s short story was so powerful that King David was ready to judge and condemn the 
fictitious rich man in the story, but was unable to see his own evil until it was pointed out to him.    
     How does this biblical story speak to us today?  It tells us that sin makes us blind to accept God’s rules over 
our own lives.  It is for the reason that Psalm 51 becomes necessary reading during Lent.   King David is a very 
good example of someone who wants to live a righteous life and at the same time does something contrary to 
the will of God. The personal application is that God confronts his children with their own sins. The Bible doesn’t 
hide the behaviors of His heroes and heroines. Their sins are exposed so that they could turn away from sin, 
repent, and serve the Lord. Otherwise, they would be punished as payment for their own sins. 
     In general, God wants sinners to repent from their evil ways because he is a loving and merciful God.  He does 
not rejoice in punishing his children who come before him and confess their sins. Like it or not, one day we will 
appear before God and He will reward or punish us according to His grace and the divine justice manifested in 
the life of His Son, Jesus Christ.   



     In the meantime, everyone is invited to follow the way of the Lord. God sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to pay the 
penalty for our sins. When he died on the cross the transaction for our salvation took place at Mount Calvary. 
With his resurrection, Jesus Christ conquered death and became the author of eternal life for those who trust 
and believe in him. The season of Lent is a good time to get near to God. The prophet Isaiah says, “Seek the Lord 
while you can find him. Call on him now while he is near.” (Isaiah 55:6) 

 


