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Christians in Antioch 
  
      We are followers of our Lord Jesus Christ. He modeled for us a life centered in God and all that he did 
was to please his heavenly Father. Christ was obedient to his Father because he was from the same nature as 
God, as well as the same nature as the Holy Spirit. All that he did or said was according to the will of the One 
who sent him. 
      Our Christian lives are to follow the example of Christ. Christ lived to glorify God in whatever he said or 
did. During his ministry on earth his love, compassion, and kindness were an excellent example that he came 
from God. He did not claim ownership over any material possessions.  Even though he created this universe as 
a part of the Holy Trinity, he did not claim it as his own. He did not even have a pillow where he could lay his 
head. The cross was not meant for him, neither was the tomb. Like Jesus, his first disciples were very poor. Jesus 
Christ was rich, but he became poor so that with his poverty we may be enriched. 
      The first followers of our Lord Jesus Christ were called Christians in Antioch. The people who lived in the 
city of Antioch saw Christ’s disciples as people who possessed similar characteristics to those they observed in 
Christ while he was living on earth. They identified his disciples with Christ because of this and that is the main 
reason why they were called “Christians”. 
      Before Antioch they were called “people of the way” because they always were traveling from one city 
to the next to proclaim the word of the Lord in obedience to the Lord Jesus Christ.  The Lord had expressed to 
them in the Great Commission to go into the world and make disciples in all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
      The Apostle Paul, in his letter to the Romans, said: “If your enemies are hungry, give them something to 
eat. And if they are thirsty, give them something to drink. This will be the same as piling burning coals on their 
heads.  Don’t let evil defeat you, but defeat evil with good.” These few words teach us about the principle rules 
for Christian living in a world where people were not willing to treat their enemies with love and respect. 
Showing love and compassion to one’s enemy for basic needs like hunger and thirst demonstrates the difference 
between Christian and non-Christians. The question today could be, “Are we willing to obey these rules or do 
we need to modify them so that Christianity becomes more acceptable to everyone in society?” 

 The first believers who obeyed the Lord Jesus Christ were well known by people everywhere because of 
their simplicity, their love, and their kindness for everyone in a cruel society. Even though these rules were 
difficult to obey, the followers of our Lord Jesus Christ abided by them as a good example that Christ was living 
inside them.  Therefore, they lived like Jesus Christ. This was the main reason why the disciples were called 
“Christians” for the first time in Antioch.  Christ living in us is the hope of Glory! 
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